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*Please stand if comfortably able.
Respond with words in bold print.

Turn off cell phones.

HE IS RISEN! HE IS RISEN, INDEED!
ALLELUIA!

RESPONSE: 236
Halle, halle, halle lujah, Halle, halle, hallelujah
Halle, halle, halle lujah, Halle, halle, hallelujah

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND PRAYER CONCERNS:
THE BELL IS RUNG:

PRELUDE: “Come, Ye Faithful, Raise the Strain”
Todd Kendall Piano/Organ Duet —
Nancy Eisenhauer and Sharon Banjavcic

PENNIES FOR MISSION: One Great Hour of Sharing

*RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP:

ONE: Day has dawned and shadows are left behind. The
stone is rolled away and hope is reborn.

Many: This is the day that our God has made. We will
rejoice and be glad init.

God opens to us the gates of righteousness. We enter to
give thanks to our God.

We give thanks, for our God is good. God’s steadfast love
endures forever.

Set your mind on things that are above. Look up and
welcome Christ’s appearing.

We have been raised with Christ. Glory is being revealed
to us on this holy day.

*INVOCATION:

God of amazing surprises, the story of Easter is ever new.
Suddenly we are aware of your presence with us. We had
lost touch with you. Our minds were full of worries and
distractions, set on things of this earth. Our spirits felt the
grip of death. Jesus seemed a legend from the past, not a
real person who shared our common lot. But today, you
awaken something new within us. We hear the cry, Christ
is risen, and we want to respond. Dry our tears and call our
name. We need the good news of Easter. Amen.

*OPENING HYMN: 233 “Christ the Lord is Risen Today”

*CALL TO CONFESSION:

Amid our Easter celebrations, it is well to pause for
moments of reflection. How can we share the joy of new
life if we have not taken time to examine old ways that lead



to death? How will we recognize the risen Christ if we have
not walked with the earthy Jesus?

*UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION:
O God, the message of Easter has come again before we
were ready to receive it. The Palm Sunday parade

demanded very little of us. We could join in the hosannas.

But the betrayal and denial, the suffering and shame, the
agony and death, have left us fearful and shaken. We
have left him in the tomb, lest he upset our daily lives.
The Jesus of long ago seems more comfortable to us than
the Christ who is risen today in our midst. We confess our
reluctance to let Christ claim us and change us. O God, we
need forgiveness! Silent confession.

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON:

God raised Jesus from death. Disciples who had deserted
Jesus felt the embrace of forgiveness. The spirit of Christ
has come among us today, claiming us for our new life
together. God wants to forgive us. God intends that we
move from death to life. All of us are invited to share in the
promise of the Easter season.

*GLORIA:
Glory to the Creator, and the Christ and the Spirit so near.

As it was from the start so it shall be forever,
One God always here. (repeat two more times.)
(end) One God always here. One God always here.

SCRIPTURE LESSONS:
SECOND TESTAMENT READING: Acts 10:34-43

EPISTLE READING: Colossians 3:1-4

*GOSPEL LESSON: John 20:1-18
These are the ancient words revealed to us anew.
Thanks be to God. Amen.

EASTER MESSAGE: WHY DID IT ALL HAPPEN?

Easter is a joyous time in the church. Jesus was brought
back from the dead and thus we all have the opportunity to
live forever with Christ.

But why did whole story of a Savior sent by God, end in a
crucifixion? Jesus said he came to save us from our sins. But
what does that have to do with the resurrection of a
crucified Savior? What exactly is sin?

In Daniel Migliore’s book “Faith Seeking Understanding”
the author breaks down all dimensions of our Christian
theology in a way | can comprehend. There may be others
definitions of sin, but Dr. Migliore and | believe sin is our
resistance to our essential relation to God and our need of
God’s grace. Ignoring God, moving away from God, denying
God’s grace, mercy, and love are all sins.

We misunderstand the depth of sin if we merely think of
sin as a violation of a moral code, a deviation from conven-
tional behavior, doing something commonly considered
“bad”. Instead, sin is primarily the disruption of our
relationship with God. As the psalmist writes, “against you,
you alone, have | sinned” (Psalm 51:4)



This disruption of our relationship with God that is the
essence of sin appears in many different forms. For
example; rejecting God’s grace and instead forgiving or
pardoning ourselves. Declaring our freedom to be infinite,
we proclaim ourselves god. This is the sin of pride which
amounts to self-centered idolatry. And it all happened
because we rejected God.

Sin is also the refusal to live in right relationship with
God, with other people and with God’s creation of nature.
Sin is also the refusal to live in a just and peaceful com-
munity that participates in and reflects God’s own life in
communion. Again, it was caused by our rejection of God.
Whenever you think of sin, see if the root cause is a broken
relationship with God.

The good news is that God has not left us alone in our sinful
estrangement from God, from others, and from the truth of
our own creating being. The gift of God in Jesus Christ is
several things;

1.) the forgiveness of sins,

2.) companionship in suffering and death,

3.)and liberation for new life in self-giving love.

If you were wondering what our discussion concerning
sin has to do with Easter, think about what Jesus did to
mend our relationship with God. He brought God back to

the hearts of all.

Christian freedom is the beginning of a new freedom
from the bondage of sin and for partnership with God and
others. This fresh start has its basis in the forgiving grace of
God present in the new humanity of Jesus, and with whom

we are united by the power of the Holy Spirit.

In the Old Testament we can read many examples of the
Hebrew people rejecting God. There would be a new king
and the Bible would say and “he did not know God”. Time
and again the Hebrew people turned their backs on God.
For example, when Moses saved the Hebrew people from
Pharoah. The people complained about being in the
wilderness and were ready to turn around and go back.
They thought God had abandoned them. At the time of
Jesus, the people were oppressed by the Romans. Again,
the people thought God had abandoned them, but in truth
the people had abandoned God. THE PEOPLE HAD
ABANDONED GOD.

Jesus came to us from his Father to change all that.

Jesus came to remind the people that their life could be
much better if they returned to God and learned to love
each other.

Of course, the religious authorities liked the way things
were before Jesus came. They didn’t want the people to
trust God instead of trusting them to know what was right
and wrong.



Jesus came to proclaim, embody, and enact the reign of
God in a world that was and is built on violence. This is no
arbitrary religious doctrine but profoundest truth that Jesus
must suffer. The boundless love of the triune God must
collide with a world where the way of domination and
manipulation of others prevails, and where violence plants
the seeds of counter-violence, eventually provoking
responses of retaliation and revenge.

As the risen Jesus explains to the disciples on the way to
Emmaus, did not the Christ have to suffer all this and enter
into his glory; meaning his display of his invisible qualities?
(Luke 24:26) It was divine “necessity” —the “necessity” of
God’s free, gracious, and non-coercive love for the world
from its very foundation — that the love of God should be
fully and unconditionally expressed in all its vulnerability in
Jesus Christ.

It was sinful human “necessity” — the “necessity”
engraved in the violent world order of our own making —
that this one who mediated God’s forgiveness and
inaugurated the reign of God characterized by justice,
freedom, and peace, that Jesus should become the target
of violence. Jesus threatened to eliminate that world of

violence that we inhabit and want to maintain.

A world enslaved to the gods of violence must get rid of

Jesus.

It is in a world captive to the law of violence that Jesus
lived and died for us all. But God raised the crucified Jesus
and made him the chief cornerstone of a new humanity
that no longer wills to live at the expense of victims; A new
humanity that no longer imagines or worships a

bloodthirsty god; a new humanity that is no longer

interested in legitimizing violence, but instead follows Jesus
in the power of the Holy Spirit.

Christ died for us in order to expose our world of
violence for what it is —a world that is in deadly bondage to
sin and violence, and that is breaking our relationship with
God. Remember our definition of sin at the beginning of
this message? Christ died for us in order to reveal and
arbitrate God’s free gift of love and forgiveness that breaks
the unending cycle of hatred for hatred and violence for
violence.

Christ died for us in order to open, in the midst of our
violent world, a new future of reconciliation and peace for a
new humanity and a new creation.

Whenever the message of the cross of Christ is rightly
preached and heard with repentance,

whenever people of faith gather at the Lord’s table to
celebrate new life in Jesus Christ and its promise of a new
creation;

whenever forgiveness is offered to others in the name of
Christ and received in the power of the Spirit,



the deadly circle of violence and counter-violence is broken,
and the rule of violence begins to yield to a new world of
solidarity, compassion, and peace.

The cross and resurrection of Jesus Christ inscribes
deeply into human history the truth;
that God’s compassion is greater than the murderous
passions of our world;
that God’s glory can and does shine even in the deepest
night of human savagery;
that God’s forgiving love is greater than our often
paralyzing awareness of our sin and guilt;
that God’s way of life is greater than our way of death.
When Jesus was resurrected, he proved to us once and for
all that God has never and will never abandon us. THAT’S
WHAT WE ARE CELEBRATING THIS AND EVERY EASTER.
Put that good news into your Easter basket. Thanks be to
God. Amen.

CHANCEL CHOIR ANTHEM: “Awake! Arise! Go Forth!“
Nancy Price & Don Besig Aaron Eisenhauer on trumpet

PASTORAL PRAYER:

Almighty God, Lord and Giver of Life, in the joy of this
Easter morning, may we see ourselves new in the freshness
of resurrection. Help us to open our reluctant spirits to the
glad tidings of this day, that they may be sustained with the
sacrament of the gratitude and praise. Strengthen us to

live a holy life now. May we learn again to walk with eager
steps, as those who have been healed, who have heard the
shouts of victory, who look to the day when every worldly
care dissolves and every selfish concern is crowded out by
thy presence. Enter our prayers so we speak as people of
the resurrection who expect and hope for what they

ask. Yet keep our concerns worthy of the calling to which
we are called and make our flesh and our wills ready to act
on your words, in the praise of God and the love of people
through Jesus Christ our risen and redemptive Lord. May
peace be with all people of the world, especially in our
country and in our government.

As we pray together the prayer your Son taught us. . .

THE LORD’S PRAYER:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us
our debts as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

CALL TO OFFERING:

We have come together today to give thanks for God’s
steadfast love. Each one of us is in an expression of that
love. By the way we live and the way we give, that love is
carried into the lives of others who have had little
experience of God’s care. May our offering represent an
out pouring of thanksgiving.

OFFERTORY: “The Holy City” Stephen Adams



DOXOLOGY:

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above you heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

*UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION: O God, you have
become our light and our salvation —

let these gifts open the gates of joy to all who hunger and
thirst for your holy presence on this and every day.

May they bear the gifts of Alleluia which we hold so dear,
and give away with great joy. We pray in the name of our
Risen Savior, Jesus the Christ! Amen.

*HOLY COMMUNION:
Great Prayer of Thanksgiving
May resurrection’s God be with you!
And also with you!
This is the day to offer yourselves to God.
We open our hearts to the One who fills them with grace.
Join in the glad songs of all creation this day.

Our voices praise the One who opens wide the gates of
life.

When only emptiness stretched out, you spoke at that time,

Joyous God, and goodness and beauty sprang forth:
swallows darting in the skies, young rabbits scampering in
the grass, hippos splashing in rivers.

All this wonder and joy was your gift to your children
created in your image, but we ran to play with death, when
sin opened the gates of seduction.

Time after time after time, you sent the prophets to remind

us of your never-ending love, but we chose to remain in
sin’s tomb, the stone of our rebellion locking us away.

So you sent your Hopeful heart, your grace made flesh so
we might not be given over to death.

With those who see and believe, with those who stand
and question, we lift our Easter proclamations to you:
Holy, holy, holy are you, God who has made this day!

All creation celebrates your constant love.

Hosanna in the highest!

Blessed is the One who is revealed on this morning.
Hosanna in the highest!

When he could have clung to your glory, God who alone is
holy, Jesus chose to become human at that time, so we
might be filled with your grace. When we stood against the
wall wondering if anyone noticed us, he came to take us by
the hand to teach us new dance steps. When our lives
crumble around us and we lie scattered on the ground,

he gathers us up, reshaping us into your beloved
community. When we were unable to break the power of
evil over us, he allowed sin to toss him aside like a pebble in
a shoe, until he was raised from the tomb because you
refuse to give us over to death.

As we stand before the empty tomb, celebrating the great
news of this day, we would have that faith which is a
mystery:

Christ died, so sin could not hold on to us;

Christ was raised, so death could not hold on to him;
Christ will come, to hold us in steadfast love and hope.

At this time, in this place, pour out your Spirit upon your
people and on the gifts of the feast of the resurrection.
May the bread which is broken open like the tomb,



strengthen us so we may go to rebuild shattered hopes,

to bind up the hurts of the world. May the cup which is

filled with the fruits of your steadfast love, nourish us to

leave the shadows of our fears and doubts to stand with

the lonely and forgotten, to listen to the cries of the world.
And in that time to come, when we will be gathered

with all our siblings of every place and of every moment,

we will sing your praises, as you hold on to us

forever. Amen.

SHARING THE ELEMENTS

*UNISON PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING:

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
at your table by granting us the presence of Jesus

Christ. Strengthen our faith, increase our love for one
another, and send us forth into the world in courage and
peace, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit; through
Jesus Christ our Savior, Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN: 245 “The Day of Resurrection”

*BENEDICTION:

One: Do not look for the risen Jesus only here,

in the confines of this church building.

MANY: We will seek the risen Jesus on the roads and in
the streets, in all the pathways and byways of our lives.
One: Do not seek comfort in the familiar, but dare to risk
the unfamiliar —

MANY: We know that Resurrection makes all things new!
One: Do not cling to all the old, expected notions about
God, Jesus, Spirit, but go forth and celebrate this truly new

Good News:

MANY: Because Christ lives, new possibilities are ever
before us!

One: Christ is Risen Indeed!

MANY: Alleluia and amen!

BENEDICTION RESPONSE: 236
Halle, halle, halle lujah, Halle, halle, hallelujah
Halle, halle, halle lujah, Halle, halle, hallelujah

THE BELL IS RUNG:

POSTLUDE: “Low in the Grave” Lani Smith

PRAYER LIST: Becky Ballard, Roger Ballard, Mary Lou and
Urban Baum, Ronald Bopp, Nikki Chatman, Geralyn Gamon,
Russ Hartmann, Lynne Knecht, Marilyn Paul, Pam and Syd
Safriet, Terry Thorpe, Grandson Landon, Yvonne Weber,
Jackie Canterbury, our Beloved Country.



