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*RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP:

One: Let us praise God for sending Jesus Christ to offer
his saving love to us all.

All: We give God all our praises.

One: Let our hearts be filled with joyful celebration for
the fulfillment of God’s promises.

All: We open our hearts to receive the joy of Christ.
One: Let us move forward with Jesus Christ as our guiding
light.

All: The light of Jesus Christ is shining in each of us.
One: Come, let us worship our Risen Christ, whose love
and light guide us still.

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION: Ever present God, we are
grateful that you meet us right where we are. Speaking
our language and giving us the blessed assurance that
you are with us. We look forward to the glory that awaits
us, trusting that Christ will guide us to our heavenly
home. In his name, we pray. Amen.

*PRAYER FOR TRANSFORMATION AND NEW LIFE
Life-giving God, we find joy in your newness of life
through Jesus Christ. Help us to feel the joy of inhaling
and exhaling the breath of life in every season.
Transform us when we come together as your beloved
and diverse creation. Guide us in our praise as we seek
your saving love toward a world where there is peace
and justice for all. Amen.
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*WORDS OF GRACE:

Loving God, in Christ we see the fulfillment of your
promise to be with us always. Forgive us when we lose
faith in your compassion for all creation. Help us to see
the great sacrifice of the Risen Christ as an example of
your undying love for us all. Strengthen us to do better
and to become better together in our relationship with
you and all of creation. Hear our prayer, O God. Amen.

*GLORIA: Glory to the Creator, and the Christ and the
Spirit so near. As it was from the start so it shall be
forever, One God always here. (repeat twice)

(end) One God always here. One God always here.

SCRIPTURE LESSONS: Acts 1:1-11

The risen Jesus with his disciples

1 Theophilus, the first scroll | wrote concerned everything
Jesus did and taught from the beginning, 2right up to the
day when he was taken up into heaven. Before he was
taken up, working in the power of the Holy Spirit, Jesus
instructed the apostles he had chosen. 3 After his
suffering, he showed them that he was alive with many
convincing proofs. He appeared to them over a period of
forty days, speaking to them about God’s

kingdom. *While they were eating together, he ordered
them not to leave Jerusalem but to wait for what the
Father had promised. He said, “This is what you heard
from me: 5 John baptized with water, but in only a few
days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.”

® As a result, those who had gathered together asked
Jesus, “Lord, are you going to restore the kingdom to
Israel now?”

7 Jesus replied, “It isn’t for you to know the times or
seasons that the Father has set by his own

authority. 8 Rather, you will receive power when the Holy
Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses
in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of
the earth.”

9 After Jesus said these things, as they were watching, he
was lifted up and a cloud took him out of their

sight. 1 While he was going away and as they were
staring toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes
stood next to them. ! They said, “Galileans, why are you
standing here, looking toward heaven? This Jesus, who
was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the
same way that you saw him go into heaven.”

EPISTLE READING: Ephesians 1:15-23

Paul’s prayer for the Ephesians

15Since | heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and
your love for all God’s people, this is the reason that ¢1
don’t stop giving thanks to God for you when | remember
you in my prayers. 7| pray that the God of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Father of glory, will give you a spirit of wisdom
and revelation that makes God known to you. 1 pray
that the eyes of your heart will have enough light to see
what is the hope of God’s call, what is the richness of



God’s glorious inheritance among believers, ¥ and what
is the overwhelming greatness of God’s power that is
working among us believers. This power is conferred by
the energy of God’s powerful strength. 22 God’s power
was at work in Christ when God raised him from the dead
and sat him at God’s right side in the heavens, ?*far
above every ruler and authority and power and angelic
power, any power that might be named not only now but
in the future. 22 God put everything under Christ’s feet
and made him head of everything in the church, 2 which
is his body. His body, the church, is the fullness of Christ,
who fills everything in every way.

*GOSPEL LESSON: Luke 24:44-53

44 Jesus said to them, “These are my words that | spoke
to you while | was still with you—that everything written
about me in the Law from Moses, the Prophets, and the
Psalms must be fulfilled.” % Then he opened their minds
to understand the scriptures. ¢ He said to them, “This is
what is written: the Christ will suffer and rise from the
dead on the third day, 4 and a change of heart and life
for the forgiveness of sins must be preached in his name
to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. *You are
witnesses of these things. ° Look, I’'m sending to you
what my Father promised, but you are to stay in the city

until you have been furnished with heavenly power.”
Ascension of Jesus

*0He led them out as far as Bethany, where he lifted his
hands and blessed them. %! As he blessed them, he left
them and was taken up to heaven. *2 They worshipped

him and returned to Jerusalem overwhelmed with
joy. 33 And they were continuously in the temple praising
God.

These are the ancient words revealed to us anew.
Thanks be to God. Amen

MESSAGE: “Being Transformed”
After all Jesus had done, plus the Transfiguration,
healings, teachings, crucifixion, resurrection, and
appearing to the disciples, the end of his ministry is
described in one sentence; “he blessed them and was
taken up to be with his Father.” It seems a little anti-
climatic to me. | mean, where’s the brass band, or angels
singing the Hallelujah Chorus? Jesus did not go “out with
a bang”, as they say.

| was most impressed by the Disciples. They seemed
changed. When Jesus first called them was when we first
met them. They seemed like excited but clumsy school
boys. “But we fished over there all night and caught no
fish. Why should we try again as you said, Jesus?” “You
want us to feed all these people?” “You want us to love
our enemies?” “You want a tax collector to join us?”
“We want to sit at your eft and right when you come into
your glory.” “Jesus, are you going to let this storm kill
us?” “Jesus, | want to walk on water like you do.” “No,
Jesus, we will not let you be arrested and killed. That
won’t happen!”

You can probably think of a few more times the
Disciples didn’t understand Jesus and stumbled. But look



at this passage | read. *2They worshipped him and
returned to Jerusalem overwhelmed with joy. ** And they
were continuously in the temple praising God.

| expected them to cry or tell Jesus not to leave them.
Something had changed in the disciples. After following
Jesus the past three years or so, listening to him,
watching him, seeing how he comforts the people, they
seem to understand who he truly is. They are no longer
afraid. They are confident. They are joyous. They have
been transformed by this man, Jesus.

You and | have followed Jesus more than three years, |
think it is safe to say. As we hear and read the scriptures,
sing praises to him, spend time in prayer, donate to
missions, bring food for the food pantry, call shut-ins,
send greeting cards, and more, | believe we are being
transformed every day just like the Disciples. We are no
longer afraid. We are confident. And we are joyous.
Jesus has touched so many people, not just the disciples
and us, but many, many, many more. We may wish we
could see him in the flesh right before us, yet we know
his presence is always with us.

Have we been transformed by this man? Try to count
how many ways. Amen

PASTORAL PRAYER:

Gracious Creator of us all, we thank you for sharing your
Son Jesus with us. It’s hard to think about what our lives
would be like if Jesus had not come into our hearts. We

are so grateful that you have shown us the way of light
and love.

We wish the world could experience the peace you
have to offer, dear God, but some people in authority
think they know best and if anyone disagrees, kill those
who disagree. Those who war with others don’t seem to
care how many people are killed, as long as they get their
way, just like toddlers who don’t want to share their toys.
Send your Holy Spirit to open their eyes and hearts.

We pray for all those who are suffering from
oppression, those in poverty, those who seek justice,
those who are hurting, those who suffer from mental
illness or disability. Send your healing spirit to give them
relief.

We pray for all those affected by the storms,
tornadoes and floods going on in our world right now.
Those with water in their basement and those who have
completely lost their homes. Send your people to give
the assistance needed.

We pray all these things in the name of Jesus, our savior,
THE LORD’S PRAYER:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth asiitisin
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive
us our debts as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.



INVITATION TO GENEROSITY:

One: From the abundance of God’s generosity, all are
invited to offer a portion of our gifts.

All: We offer these offerings to Christ’s church.

One: Remembering the great love that Christ has for all
people,

All: We give these gifts to further spread the love of
Christ in the world.

One: Blessing those who gave, and those unable to give.
All: We receive joy in this moment of giving.

One: May these offerings help fulfill our hope to be
Christ’s love and light in the world.

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION:
Faithful God, we thank you for every gift. We delight in
returning a portion of what we have been given back to
Christ’s church. Your generous love and care for all
creation knows no bounds. Like Christ who offered
himself, let these offerings symbolize the fulfillment of
your love by bringing a healing balm of hope, peace, and
justice to everyone, everywhere. In Christ’s name, we
pray. Amen.

*BENEDICTION:

Let us pray this prayer that can be sung in a round
afterward, “Go, now in peace. May the love of God
surround you, everywhere you may go.” Amen
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